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Genesis 1:26-28 

26   Then God said, òLet us make 
human beings in our image, to be 
like us.   They will reign over the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
the livestock, all the wild animals 
on the earth, and the small animals 
that scurry along the ground.ó 
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Genesis 1:26-27 

26   Then God said, òLet us make 
human beings in our image, to be 
like us.   They will reign over the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
the livestock, all the wild animals 
on the earth, and the small animals 
that scurry along the ground.ó 

Both male 
and female 

In charge. 

Labor. 



Genesis 1:26-28 

27    So God created human beings 
in his own image.   In the image of 
God he created them;  male and 
female he created them. 



Genesis 1:26-28 

28   Then God blessed them and 
said, òBe fruitful and multiply. Fill 
the earth and govern it. Reign over 
the fish in the sea, the birds in the 
sky, and all the animals that scurry 
along the ground.ó 



Genesis 1:26-28 

28   Then God blessed them and 
said, òBe fruitful and multiply. Fill 
the earth and govern it. Reign over 
the fish in the sea, the birds in the 
sky, and all the animals that scurry 
along the ground.ó 

God gave them equal 

voice, power, vote, 

access, opportunity 



Note that to be in 
Godõs image one need 
not have sex.  The first 
description of Adam 
and Eve was their 
involvement in labor, 
not sex. 



In other words, the 
completeness of the 
final product of Godõs 
creation (humans) is 
not made possible in 
the sex act but is a 
matter of fact how 
God made us. 



Godõs Image 
We are all made in  

This is what gender equality is all about 



"God made me 
complete, 
unique, special, 
and with a 
purpose." 



7 Wisdom 
Principles for 
Healthy 
Relationships 



òIf I need you so 
badly that I cannot 
live without you, 
we will get hurt. 
My love for you 
will destroy me 
and you.ó 

Wisdom Principle 1  

Self-actualization 



òIf your sexy body 
makes it difficult to 
study or pray, my 
love for you will 
destroy you and me.  
The sex will be 
great, but my heart 
will feel dirty.ó 

Wisdom Principle 2  

Sobriety 



òHoney, I want to 
love me before I 
love you.ó 

Wisdom Principle 3  

Self-fulfillment 



òHoney, I want to 
love Jesus before I 
love you.ó 

Wisdom Principle 5  

Spiritual fulfillment 



òHoney, I donõt 
need you to be me 
because God made 
me who I am.ó 

Wisdom Principle 6  

Independence 



òIf you cannot live 
without me, then I 
donõt want you in 
my life.ó 

Wisdom Principle 7  

Completeness 



Unhealthy Relationships  



Are you a 
wounded 
woman? 



Are you a 
wounded 
woman? 



Wounded Women 

Why do beautiful, educated, 
intelligent women allow 
themselves to be exploited 
over and over again by 
power hungry men?   



Wounded Women 

Dr. Peter Rutter  

Sex in the Forbidden Zone  



Wounded Women 

Dr. Rutter gives four patterns of 
feminine woundedness that put 
women at risk for sexual -
boundary violations  



1  

Overt sexual 
psychological 

invasion in childhood  



1. Overt sexual psychological 

invasion in childhood.  

òSome women are finding that the effects of 
continual psychological intrusiveness can also 
be devastating. The danger for these women 
lies in repeating their loss of control over 
physical and psychological boundaries." 
(Rutter, P. 85) This point then brings out the 
imperativeness of parents providing the 
proper wholesome environment for their 
children. . .  



1. Overt sexual psychological 

invasion in childhood.  

. . . It is clear also that exploitation of a child 
during childhood, whether it is 
psychologically or physically, covertly or 
overtly, can put the child at risk to being 
unable to keep the boundaries clear during 
adulthood. Thus, the vulnerability to sexual 
exploitation.  



2  

Profound childhood 
aloneness 



2. Profound childhood aloneness. 

"Many women were not emotionally or 
physically exploited during childhood, yet 
they were left so alone during the childhood 
years that they become unselective about the 
quality of intimate attention they receive as 
adults." The danger for such women is that 
any attention at all becomes hard to refuse. . .  



2. Profound childhood aloneness. 

. . . This reinforces the importance for a caring, 
loving family life during the childhood years. 
Parents who refuse to provide the attention, 
time, and loving affection for their children 
are putting their children at risk to being 
exploited during adult life.ó 



3  

Exploited 
compassion 



3. Exploited compassion. 

According to Dr. Rutter, these women were 
neither invaded nor left alone. "They were 
highly involved in the emotional life of their 
families but were given the role of healer to 
the wounds of their parents and siblings." 
However, this made these women vulnerable 
to engaging in forbidden -zone sexual 
relationships as a way of taking care of the 
wound in the man.  



3. Exploited compassion. 

Dr. Rutter in his book, "Sex in Forbidden 
Zone," also explains that "when children are 
treated as extensions of the needs of their 
emotionally injured parents, they are so used 
to being exploited that it becomes a way of 
life.  



4  

Devalued outer 
potential  



4. Devalued outer potential. 

This is a wound that is not only inflicted on 
women by family and friends but by national 
culture and spiritual misguidedness.  



4. Devalued outer potential. 

This is a wound that is not only inflicted on 
women by family and friends but by national 
culture and spiritual misguidedness.  

It results from younger women being told 
that they "belong" in the home, as the center 
of family life, and not out in the world.    



4. Devalued outer potential. 

"Such women become especially vulnerable to 
forbidden -zone relationships with male 
teachers and mentors who hold out the 
promise of helping them develop their 
intellectual, artistic, and vocational talents and 
ask them to pay the price sexually." 



4. Devalued outer potential. 

This is not to suggest that women cannot or 
should not choose to stay at home as a full-
time parent. However it does suggest that if 
that choice is based on a thwarted belief 
system of who she is, her role as a woman, 
wife, or mother, she is at risk to being sexually 
exploited by men.  


